Matthew 10:39
He that findeth
his life shall lose it:
and he that loseth
his life for my sake
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“The commonest opinion, by far, is that it
was a disease of the eyes, which was not only ex-
tremely painful, but, at times, made Paul repulsive
in appearance. This seems to be borne out by the
language used in his Epistles. It was about the
time of his entrance into Galatia, his First Mission-
ary Journey, that the thorn in the flesh’ came upon
him. This was 14 years before he wrote there was
given to me a thorn in the flesh — Cor. 12.7.

“His physical infirmity was so offensive in ap-
pearance that it constituted a sore trial to anyone
in his presence (Gal. 4:14) ‘if it had been possible, ye
would have plucked out your own eyes, and have
given them to me.’

“Why ‘eyes’, unless that was his particular
need? And his customary ‘large’ handwriting, ‘Ye
see how large a letter I have written unto you with
mine own hand’ may have been due to poor sight,

and why he dictated his letters.”  —Halley (adapted)

Scripture to read before next Sunday

Acts 15:1-41
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stoned at Lystra and
left for dead outside

Paul gets up and goes back into Lystra.
Imagine the people’s shock and the
town talk! Later, many believe on
Christ, and a church begins in Lystra.



There was no synagogue in Lystra where Paul
and Barnabas could begin their ministry.
But when Paul healed a man, lame
from birth, the people thought
Paul was Mercurius and Barn-
abas was Jupiter—the gods
came down to Lystra. And
people immediately be-
gan preparing sacrifices

to offer to the gods.
Paul/Barnabas were
scarcely able to restrain
their worshiping them.

This was their first time
to be in a totally heathen
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area, where people had never
heard of an unseen God.

Therefore, Paul could
only speak to them about
God’s Creation—His great
“outdoor book.”

But when unbelieving
Jews came from Antioch and
Iconium and stirred up the
people, they stoned Paul and
tossed his dead body outside the city.

But Paul got up and went back into Lystra. And
the next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe. Imagine
the surprise and talk in Lystra!
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4, What did the Holy

Spirit give Paul to authenticate his authority?

5, What do believers have as their authority today?
6. Who traveled with Paul & Barnabas until Perga and then

returned home?



