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Amy looked at her mom. “Will you come to church
Amy’s mom translated Beth’s with me this Sunday?” Beth
words into sign language. asked.

Beth grinned as she saw “Sure,” Amy agreed. “I will
the girl and her mom use sign ask my parents to come, too.”
language. Who would have On Sunday, Mr. and Mrs.
thought she would move into a Smith came to church with Amy.
house next to a deaf girl? Beth interpreted the pastor’s

Amy stayed at Beth’s house sermon into sign language for
all afternoon. The girls had Amy.
fun playing Chinese Check- Mrs. Thomas was right, Beth
ers and Uno as they talked in thought. God does have a spe-
sign language. Beth found out cial plan for me. He is using me
that Amy’s family didn’t go to to become Amy’s friend and help
church. her family learn about God.
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Your
Claim.

Ask Yourself
Have you done your part
in God's plan
by obeying His Word

and praying for
those in authority?

God is still in control
‘over leaders today,
even those who
are wicked.
Esther did not know
what God had planned
for her, yet she was
willing to obey.

You can be willing,
Use your Bible to look up the verses

in Esther. Count to the specified word,
and write that word on the line below.

Can you complete the remaining words?
Esther 1:8....... nineteenth word
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Esther 1.1 6..... fourteenth word “ \“““ g s\“““\““-
Esther 2:2.......eighth word ““““‘
Esther 2:7 ....... thirty-eighth word \\\\“e Hint: Read Prov.351f
you need help.
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Esther 1:1....... sixth word
Esther 1:3....... second word
Esther 1:6....... ninth word
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and God can use you, too.
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o in, Beth,” Mrs.
Thomas’s funny-
sounding voice came through the

screen door as Beth reached for

the door handle. | &

“Hi, Mrs. Thomas,” Beth : = e ——
said. She moved her hands to "’i& L M
sign the words as she said them.
“I have bad news.”

“Sit down and tell me about
it,” Mrs. Thomas said, moving
her hands quickly in sign lan- Before Beth left Mrs.
guage. Thomas’s house, they knelt and

“Dad just found a new job. prayed together. Afterward,
We have to move to another Beth felt a little better.
town that is a long way from A few days after Beth’s
here,” Beth told her. family moved into their new

“That is exciting!” Mrs. house, Beth found a letter that you girls could play together
Thomas replied. in the mailbox from Mrs. this afternoon if you would like

“No, it’s not. It’s awful,” Beth  Thomas. In the letter, Mrs. to.”
objected. “I don’t want to go. Thomas reminded Beth of
How will I ever be able to leave God’s special plan for her.
you? I won't have any friends.” Just as Beth finished read-

“Remember when you first ing the letter, her mom called,
met me?” Mrs. Thomas asked. “Beth, there’s somebody here I
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want you to meet.”

Beth followed her mom into
the living room.

“These are our neighbors,
Mrs. Smith and her daughter
Amy,” Mom said. “I thought

“Sure,” Beth said. She turned
to Amy. “Would you like to play

some games with me?” she asked.

(continued on back page)

I was different.

Now you are

afraid because

moving seems \

scary. But you

have nothing to be afraid of,”

Mrs. Thomas assured her.
“Why not?” Beth asked.
“Because God says in

Esther 4:14: ‘and who knoweth

whether thou art come . . . for

such a time as this.” God may

take you somewhere you don’t

want to be, but He has a spe-

cial reason for it,” Mrs. Thomas

responded. “I will miss you,

but we can write each other. I

can only imagine the wonderful

things that God has planned for

you.”
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The king who ruled Persia was Ahasuerus, and in the
third year of his reign, King Ahasuerus gave a

magnificent feast for all his officers. After that feast
was over, the king prepared a feast for the men who
lived in Shushan, the empire's capital city.

Queen Vashti prepared a feast for the women.

#  Bring Vashti
the Queen to shOw
the people and the
princes her
beauty.

very angry and asked his wise
Remove

men what he should do.

Queen Vashti /
from being I /

-l

choose another M g

gueen to take

Pleased with these suggestions, the king
dethroned Vashti. Word was sent through-

women to the palace. Among those chosen
was a Jewish girl named Esther.

Esther, |
advise you not to
tell anyone that you

are a Jew.

Mordecai, you
are my cousin and
have raised me all
these years. | will
obey your words.

And so Esther, along with other lovely
women, went to the palace to prepare
herself for the king.

' keeper of the women, she found favor in his =% &
eyes. He gave her seven maids to care for  [88 = =
her and the best rooms in which to live. :

One by one, the women were
called before the king.
Finally the day came when
Esther was called.

Esther, you have
found favor in my sight
more than the others. |

place this crown upon your
head and declare that you
are queen.

Esther found favor with
all that looked upon
her, even the king.

God allowed this Jewish girl to be chosen
over all the other young girls of the kingdom,
for God had a very special plan for Esther.




